Assyrian Temples and Palaces
advice of a local peasant, had sunk a shaft in a mound discovered, not far below the surface, a wall dressed w slabs carved in relief. This turned out to be the first monument to be uncovered since that empire fell. F 1845 Sir Stratford Canning, British Ambassador to the Porte, put at Layard's disposal the necessary means f campaign. On the 8th of November of that year La Mosul and went down the Tigris to try his luck on tl Nimrud.
A trench cut out of the side of the hill soon led him covered with inscriptions and fragments of reliefs, now certain that monuments lay buried underneath the The next day he cleared a chamber with walls dress< base with a ten-foot-high frieze of vertical slabs of s soon turned out that this was the usual method of Assyrian walls.   The bottom third of the wall was with  stone  slabs  and  the  remainder  was  rough-c decorated with paintings. At the end of November slabs of two friezes were uncovered.   These were s< by a band of inscriptions and contained bas-reliefs o: figures.  They depict military campaigns, sieges, buil< hunting in the time of the Assyrian kings.   Every mi importance today possesses some of these bas-reliefs, pass them by with a glance, scarcely realising that the'; story in pictures of a bygone civilisation.  For Layard companions  the  discovery of this  art of bas-relieJ revelation.  The wonder of it all still echoes in his we
"On each slab were two bas-reliefs, separated f